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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-38 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by DeBusk 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,682,728). 

Referring to claim 1 . DeBusk discloses a system for automatically fulfilling orders 
for clinically related supplies, comprising: 

• An interface to a supply chain engine, the supply chain engine automatically 
generating at least one order for clinically related supplies based upon supply 
consumption data documented for at least one clinical event reported from at 
least one clinically related site (DeBusk: column 5, lines 6-21); and 

• A fulfillment engine, communicating with the interface to the supply chain engine, 
the fulfillment engine triggering delivery of clinically related supplies based at 
least upon the at least one order for clinically related supplies (DeBusk: column 
4, lines 51-65). 

Referring to claim 2. DeBusk further discloses a system wherein the clinically 
related site comprises a hospital facility (DeBusk: column 1, lines 13-39). 
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Referring to claim 3. DeBusk further discloses a system wherein the supply 
inventory data comprises clinically available quantities of surgical devices (DeBusk: 
column 1, lines 36-48 and column 2, lines 29-40). 

Referring to claim 4. DeBusk further discloses a system wherein the supply 
chain engine generates the at least one clinical supply order based upon at least one 
clinical quantity threshold (DeBusk: column 3, lines 25 - 50). 

Referring to claim 5. DeBusk further discloses a system wherein the at least one 
order for clinically related supplies comprises a purchase order (DeBusk: column 2, line 
41 - column 3, line 24). 

Referring to claims 6-7. DeBusk further discloses a system wherein the supply 
inventory data comprises supply codes captured in the at least one clinically related site 
and are manually entered codes (DeBusk: column 3, lines 25-50). 

Referring to claim 8. DeBusk further discloses a system wherein the at least one 
order comprises a plurality of orders, and the fulfillment engine aggregates the order for 
clinically related supplies for delivery (DeBusk: figure 3). 

Referring to claim 9. DeBusk further discloses a system wherein the orders for 
clinically related supplies are aggregated for a plurality of clinical departments (DeBusk: 
column 3, lines 25-50). 

Referring to claim 10. DeBusk further discloses a system wherein the at least 
one order for clinically related supplies is associated with an individual patient supply 
record (DeBusk: column 6, lines 47-59). 
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Referring to claim 1 1-12. DeBusk further discloses a system wherein the 
fulfillment engine triggers delivery of the at least one order for clinically related supplies 
based upon the at least one order for clinically related supplies and upon a set of rules 
(DeBusk: column 4, lines 51-65), the set of rules comprising a set of selectors based 
upon patient condition information (DeBusk: column 4, lines 30-65). 

Referring to claims 13-14. DeBusk further discloses a system wherein the 
fulfillment engine is local or remote to the at least one clinically related site (DeBusk: 
column 5, lines 6-21). 

Referring to claims 15-38. Claims 1 5-25 are rejected under the same rationale 
set forth above. DeBusk discloses a method and apparatus according to claims 15-38. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Ladouceur (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0082866) discloses a 
system and method for integrated management of medical product information. 

• Moore (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0044546) discloses a 
system and method for integrating steps taken by medical providers during the 
process of care for a patient's given condition. 

• Zimmerman (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0098286) discloses a 
system and method for preparing for a clinical event. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason B. Dunham whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8109. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeff Smith can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

JBD 

Patent Examiner 
5/30/06 




